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–

Strategic Partners Limited (“the Applicant”) for an 

The Manston Development was accepted for Examination on 14th August 2018 and on 11th December 
2018 the Ex.A outlined the Principal Issues. At that time Stone Hill Park (SHP) owned the land and, quite 
rightly, the Ex.A identified Need as a principle issue because for Compulsory Acquisition the 
development has to prove that there is a compelling case in the public interest. 
 
However, the Applicant successfully purchased the site from the previous owners. SHP, before the 
conclusion of the Planning Inspectorates Examination. SHP stated that they with immediate effect 
withdrew all their objections to the DCO. That would suggest that all their “evidence” including the 
reports that they commissioned would be struck from the record before the Inspectors compiled their 
assessment and report. 
 
Of course, it's common knowledge, and on the written record, that this didn’t happen. The Inspectors 
continued to lean on SHPs oral and written evidence, putting undue weight upon the Compulsory 
Acquisition of the site. They thus compiled their lengthy report, and arrived at a conclusion that overall, 
they did not support the DCO Application. It was almost as if that section of the report had been written 
before the purchase took place. 
 
However, with the Applicant owning 98% of the land, the emphasis on need changes. The Stansted 
Airport Appeal Decision, 26th May 2021, is an important guide: 
 
“MBU[Making Best Use] builds upon the APF[Aviation Policy Framework], again referencing work 
undertaken by the Airports Commission which recognised the need for an additional runway in the 
Southeast by 2030 but also noted that there would be a need for other airports to make more intensive use 
of their existing infrastructure. On this basis, MBU states that the Government is supportive of airports 
beyond Heathrow making best use of their existing runways.  
 
There is no requirement flowing from national aviation policy for individual planning applications for 
development at MBU airports, such as Stansted, to demonstrate need for their proposed development 
or for associated additional flights and passenger movements.”1 
 
The Manston Development will Make Best Use of an existing runway and is in the Southeast so is 
consistent with government policy and the statement above applies to Manston. There is no requirement 
for the Manston Development to demonstrate Need. As such we assume that section 104 of the 2008 
Planning Act applies: 
 
“

decision.”

 
1 Stansted Airport Decision 
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“

”

“ decision”.

2.1 The “Levelling Up” agenda

March 2021 the government released a policy paper “Build Back Better: our plan for growth”

“Our Plan for Jobs will support new opport

their stage of life.”

“Above all, we will embrace the instincts and know

the greatest advances humanity has ever known.”

“ t investment through the new UK Infrastructure Bank which will ‘crowd in’ private investment to 

” (Our emphasis).

“The Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local Government will become the Department for Levelling 

the UK.”

 
2 Build Back Better: our plan for growth. 
3 Government press release – Levelling Up agenda 
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“This government is committed to uniting and levelling up every part of the UK and I am determined that 

that promise.”

with the government’s Levelling Up agenda

outheast of England doesn’t immediately come to mind; after
outheast is the richest part of the country? Of course, this isn’t true; Kent is more

“Thanet continues to rank as the most deprived Local Authority in Kent”.
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“

areas. For females the gap is 7.4 years.”

“

those in the least deprived areas.”

“

–
–

. 

recruitment of GPs ‘remains a significant challenge for Thanet’s GP practices’ 
”9

 

–
–

–
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et with “disposable income” the whole area will benefit as this money is 
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“The development, even without mitigation, represents a tiny proportion of the overall UK GHG 

measures implemented, through the Carbon Minimisation Action Plan, the Proposed Development’s 

recommendations by the CCC in the sixth carbon budget.”

UK Limited who are part of Wood PLC who “with 
of the world’s leading consulting and engineering companies operating across Energy and the Built 
Environment.”

“ ”

references are provided to the “Requirements” 

–

it stated “
”

 
 
 
 

However, “
”

 
–

–
17 PM2.5 in London October 2019 



 9 

 33% of PM and the precursor pollutants that can form it are transported from other countries 
 15% “come from naturally occurring sources such as pollen and sea spray”19 
 Manston is surrounded on 3 sides by water and the rest by farmland (part of the “Garden of 

England”) so is susceptible to “naturally occurring sources” of PM2.5 (sea spray and pollen). 
 Manston is close to Europe so is exposed to the high levels of PM2.5 being transported from the 

continent. 
 
The effect of the development on PM2.5 levels locally will be insignificant compared with other 
sources of PM2.5. It is worth noting that only a few miles from the Manston Development there is a 
“Renewable Energy Biomass Plant” in Sandwich which burns wood pellets which, although less 
than domestic wood stoves, still releases significant quantities of P2.5. 
4.2 Aircraft Noise 
 
In a television interview on the BBC, Cllr Constantine, a Kent County Councillor, and a prominent 
member of No Night Flights, who are opposed to the Manston Development, said in relation to the 
Manston Development: 
 
“Lost sleep leads to miscarriages. Lost sleep leads to heart conditions and diabetes.”

 

Conclusion “
”.

 
18 https://www.gov.uk/government/statistical-data-sets/env02-air-quality-statistics 
19 https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/air-quality-statistics/concentrations-of-particulate-matter-pm10-and-pm25 
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“Exposure to high (>85 dBA) levels of 
”.

“No clear association was seen for preterm birth”. 

“No consistent effects on birth outcome were observed in women who had worked part
leave of absence >21 days”.

 

“

s were inconsistent with adrenaline and cortisol.”

 
 
 

 
 
 

(0700-2300) and (23.00-07.00) 

From the evidence above, it is clear that the statement by Cllr Constantine that “
miscarriages. Lost sleep leads to heart conditions and diabetes” is false and will have 

 

in six European countries − The HYENA study.

 



 11 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 



–

 
 –
 
 –
 
 –
 















–







–









following the CCC’s recommended 

Government will ‘look to meet’ this reduction through investing and capitalising 
on new green technologies and innovation, whilst maintaining people’

own analysis, and ‘does not follow each of the Climate Change Committee’s 
specific policy recommendations.’
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All practices in an under-doctored seaside town in Kent have restricted new patient registrations 
due to concerns over patient safety.  

Five practices in Ramsgate are refusing new patients and redirecting them to the local CCG – 
which then assigns them to a practice that has capacity – after struggling to attract staff for a 
number of years. 

It follows a similar situation for practices in Folkestone, Kent, last year, where several practices 
were allowed to refuse to register any new patients, due to recruitment and funding problems.  

Three of the practices said the decision to refuse patients was as a result of concerns for patient 
safety – with one pointing out its patient list of 8,000 is served by just two GPs, far above the 
national average of 1,800 per GP. 

They have adopted a system known as ‘managing’ patient lists, meaning GPs are not in breach 
of their contract and can avoid applying to NHS England to close their list entirely. 

Local commissioners said recruitment of GPs ‘remains a significant challenge for Thanet’s GP 
practices’ and that the CCG is supporting practices to develop new models of care. 

In letters sent to patients, and seen by The Isle of Thanet News, Newington Road Surgery, 
Dashwood Medical Centre and The Grange Practice said they had taken the decision to refuse 
new registrations due to safety concerns caused by unmanageable patient demand. 

The areas where general practice is on the brink of collapse 

GPs at Newington Road Surgery said: ‘We came to this decision based on clinical safety 
reasons. We currently have nearly 8,000 patients and just two GPs, almost 4,000 patients per 
GP. The national average is 1,800 per GP. 

‘We have been advertising for a new GP to join our team since August 2015 without success. 
This is a situation echoed in practices locally and nationally. 



‘Junior doctors do not see general practice as an appealing prospect and many experienced 
GPs are burnt out through pressure of work and are leaving the profession. Some local 
surgeries have closed down recently, adding additional pressures on the remaining few.’ 

Similarly, a letter from Dashwood Medical Centre said the surgery has 10,400 patients for just 
three full-time equivalent GPs. 

Meanwhile, The Grange Practice, with 12,000 patients, said in a letter: ‘We have been advised 
by NHS England’s Kent and Medway area team, that we may register new patients but we are 
not obligated.’ 

The practice added it will only accept new patients every month that coincided with the number 
of patients deregistering over the same period. 

Kent LMC medical secretary Dr John Allingham told Pulse that Thanet is among the regions in 
England that have suffered the most from GP shortages.  

He said: ‘Kent as a county has struggled to recruit GPs for many years. The Thanet area, which 
includes Ramsgate, is one of the most under-doctored areas in the country and also has areas 
of significant deprivation similar to many other coastal communities.’ 

He said the LMC had been advising practices for many years on how to ‘list manage’, and that a 
similar situation had occurred in Folkestone a few years ago. 

He added: ‘Kent LMC are engaging with the practices and the CCG and a meeting has been 
arranged to consider what support can be given to the practices to try and manage this 
situation.’ 

Kent CCGs’ managing director Caroline Selkirk said: ‘The recruitment of GPs remains a 
significant challenge nationally, and for Thanet’s GP practices. Although GP practices are 
responsible for recruiting their own staff, NHS Thanet CCG continues to support all our 
practices to develop new models of care to support GPs and help improve patient access to 
healthcare. 

‘The five GP practices in Ramsgate have all been “list managing” since 2017, although not all of 
these practices have seen an increase in their list sizes over the last year. 

She added: ‘Practices can refuse to accept new patient registrations but this must be all new 
requests to register to avoid any discrimination.’ 

Ms Selkirk said the opening of the Kent Medical School in 2020 ‘will support our efforts to recruit 
more GPs locally in the future’. 

A Pulse investigation earlier this year revealed GP surgery closures have risen almost eight-fold 
in six years, hitting record levels in 2018, with GPs pointing to recruitment issues and escalating 
workloads as the reasons for the rise. 




















